
Young Furniture Makers Awards
The Leather Prize
Sponsored by 
The Leathersellers, in partnership with the Scottish Leather Group
A prize to recognise the outstanding piece made of leather or a substitute material exhibited at the Young Furniture Makers exhibition.

The Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers is the Livery Company for the British Furnishing Industry. Its purpose is to enhance and support that industry and to encourage new talent into our industry. The most important way it does so is by creating a wide-ranging education programme that helps to support and nurture young talent for the future. It also does so by encouraging public recognition of excellence in the craft of furniture and furnishings by the finest young designer-makers in full time education. 
The Leathersellers’ is a 600-year old organisation in the City of London. Its members and staff work towards the long-term stewardship of assets and support the work of the Leathersellers’ Foundation, enabling individuals and communities, fostering opportunity through education, and supporting a sustainable UK leather industry.

Overview

The Leather Prize has been created to recognise a piece with an excellent use of leather, or material that could be replaced by leather.
The winner will be chosen from those who have designed and created with leather, or a substitute textile at the Young Furniture Makers exhibition.
The winning exhibitor will win a money cannot buy a tour (inc. expenses of up to £500) of a tannery and leathermaker and gain valuable insight into the use of leather.  
As part of the Leather Prize the Leathersellers, in partnership with the Scottish Leather Group, will try to help young makers source free or affordable upholstery leather for students looking to incorporate leather into their designs. Students who acquire leather through this scheme are then required to submit their piece into the awards. To find out more please contact Stacey Lamb, Interim Head of Grants, at slamb@leatheresllers.co.uk. 
Eligibility
The Best Chair in Show Prize will be chosen from Young Furniture Makers Award applicants shortlisted to exhibit their chairs at the annual Young Furniture Makers exhibition. Eligible pieces must be designed and made by anyone in the UK who is:
· Studying in full-time education or enrolled on an apprenticeship.

· Studying on a private/commercial furniture designer-maker course.

· Recently graduated from a UK university or college or completed an apprenticeship within the last two years.
Applications
Young Furniture Makers awards are open to any furniture designer-maker who is in full time education, who has studied in a private/commercial furniture designer-maker course or who has recently completed a further or higher education course. 

To apply please submit an application to either the Bespoke, Design or Textile awards by midnight on Friday 16th June 2023. 

Shortlisted applicants who have designed and made with leather or a substitute material will be automatically considered for the Leather Prize. On the day of the exhibition judges name the winner of the Leather Prize.

Assessment Procedure
Applications will be shortlisted by a selection panel appointed by the Furniture Makers’ Company. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to exhibit their furniture at Furniture Makers’ Hall at the annual Young Furniture Makers Exhibition on Wednesday 11th October 2023. 

During the Young Furniture exhibition in October, pieces will be judged, and a winning entry will be awarded the Leather prize. 
The winner will receive a certificate, and a money cannot buy a tour (inc. expenses of up to £500) of a tannery and leathermaker and gain valuable insight into the use of leather.  
Benefits

Pieces of furniture awarded an YFM awards and prizes are recognisably items of quality and excellence. To substantiate and promote this accolade, winners of YFM awards and prizes are entitled to;

· Use the YFM Awards logo on any publicity material relating to each piece awarded a YFM Award or Prize.  

· Receive a numbered YFM Prize certificate, which clearly states the names of the designer and maker and is itself a guarantee of the authenticity of the piece.   

The Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers
The Furniture Makers is the 83rd Livery Company of the City of London. Founded as a Guild in 1951, it was granted the Letters Patent of a Livery Company in 1963. One of its rules states that every person joining the Company must be engaged in or with the British furniture industry.
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